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Note that this document was submitted after the established deadline.  

It will be decided by the Meeting whether the document can be discussed or is postponed to the next 

meeting. 

 

Background 
The two-year (March 2015-March 2017) Baltic SCOPE project focused on achieving coherence between the 
marine spatial plans in the Baltic Sea. The lead partner for the 2,6 million EUR EU-funded project was the 
Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwAM). Other partners were Maritime Spatial Planning 
authorities and Regional Sea Organizations in the Baltic Sea Area, including HELCOM. 

The project focused on two case studies in geographic areas that already had planning processes underway 
1) Southwest Baltic case (Sweden, Denmark, Germany, and Poland) and 2) Latvian case (Latvia, Estonia, and 
Sweden). Both case studies focused on how shipping traffic, energy production, fishing, and environment 
function in these areas and how they can compromise. 

The task of HELCOM within the Baltic SCOPE project was to create AIS based ship traffic density maps for 
both case study areas and using the entire available time series. For this purpose HELCOM created and 
implemented a consistent and thoroughly documented methodology. This work was enabled by the 
existence of the historic dataset of AIS data from national authorities collected, in temporally down sampled 
form, for the whole Baltic Sea area by the HELCOM AIS network since 2005. HELCOM AIS dataset remains the 
world’s longest time series of AIS covering an entire region. The HELCOM Secretariat activities within Baltic 
SCOPE was the first time the full potential of the regional AIS dataset was used in mapping shipping density 
in the entire southern part of the Baltic Sea. The maps can be seen in a web based interactive tool. 

The attached document contains the Baltic SCOPE project recommendations (Baltic SCOPE publication). The 
recommendations were developed to achieve goals in establishing collaboration in different fields between 
states. For each recommendation, there is a named target group such as policy-makers and planning 
authorities. The recommendations cover the following aspects 1) transboundary co-operation, 2) processes, 
3) planning evidence and 4) stakeholders and platforms and the sectors 1) shipping, 2) fisheries, 3) energy 
and 4) environment. 

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 14-2017 discussed the recommendations and agreed that some of the 
recommendations could be included into the agenda of the group and noted that the most urgent 
recommendations were already included into the project proposal for PanBaltic SCOPE (submitted in April 
2017). The meeting also noted that some of the recommendations are relevant for the work of other HELCOM 
groups. 

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 14-2017 suggested to establish a task force to make a proposal on relevance of the 
Baltic SCOPE project recommendations to the mandates of HELCOM groups. The Meeting welcomed the offer 
by Finland and Sweden to elaborate the proposal with the assistance of the HELCOM Secretariat by the MSP 

http://www.balticscope.eu/about-baltic-scope/
http://maps.helcom.fi/website/AISexplorer/index.html
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WG 15-2017 meeting (7-8 November 2017). The Meeting further took note of the suggestion by the Co-Chairs 
to invite representatives of other HELCOM groups to the meeting of MSP WG to present issues relevant to 
MSP which are currently under the mandate of those groups. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of and provide feedback on the project recommendations. 


